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Department of Philosophy
M.A. Philosophy
Entrance Exam Syllabus

Unit I: Indian Philosophy

Introduction: Common characterstics and classification of Indian phllosophical school:
Astika and Nastika, Carvaka School: Epistemology, Metaphysics, Ethics

Jainism: Concept of sat, dravya, paryaya, Guna; Anekantavada, Syadvada and Sapta-
bhangi-naya, Theory of Karma, Bondage and Liberation.

Buddhism: Four noble truths, Theory of dependent origination (Pratityasamutpada),
Definition of Reality (Arthakriyakaritvamsattvam), Doctrine of momentariness~~ =
(Kshanabhangavada), Theory of no-soul (Nairatmyavada), Nirvana, Hinyana and
Mahayana

Sankhya: Satkaryavada, Nature of Prakrti, its constituents and proofs for its existence,

Nature of Purusa and proofs for its existence, plurality of the Purusas, theory of
evolution

Yoga: Citta, Cittavrtti, Cittabhiimi, Eight-fold path of Yoga (Astanga Yoéa),'de o
Nyaya: Prama and Pramana, Pratyaksa (definition), Sannikarsa, Classification of
Pratyaksa: Nirvikalpa, Savikalpa, Laukika, Alaukika; Anumiti, Anumana (definition),
Vyapti, Paramar$a, Classification of Anumana: Pirvavat, Sesavat, Samanyatodrsta,
Kevalanvayi, Kevalavyatireki, Anvaya-vyatireki,Svarthanumana, Pararthanumana,
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Upmana, SabdaPramana. = * ' ol ¥

Vaisesika: Padartha, Dravya, Guna, Karma, Samanya, Visesa, Samavaya, Abhava
Mimamsa (Prabhakara and Bhatta): Arthapatti and Anuplabdhi as source of
knowledge.

Advaita Vedanta: Sankara’s view ofBrahman, Saguna and Nirguna Brahman, Three
grades of Satta:Pratibhasika,Vyavaharika,Paramarthika, Jiva, Jagat, Maya and Moksa. ,
Visistadvaita Vedanta: Ramanuja’s view of Brahman, Jiva, Jagat, Refutation of the
doctrine of Maya, Moksa.

The Philosophy of Gorakhnath (GorakhDarshan): Metaphysics, Ethics and Yoga
Pramanyavada: Svatah and Paratah Pramanyavada

Khyativada: Theory of error
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Unit II: Western Philosophy T |

Plato and Aristotle: Ideas, Substance, Form and Matter, Causation, Actuality and
Potentiality

Descartes: Cartesian method of doubt, cogito ergo sum, criterion of truth, types of ideas,
Proofs for the existence of God, Mind-body relation: Interactionism

Spinoza: Doctrine of substance, attributes and modes, Existence of God, Pantheism,
Parallelism

Leibnitz: Monads, Truth of reason, Truth of facts, Innateness of ideas, Doctrine of pre-
established harmony

Locke: Refutation of innate ideas, the origin and formation of ideas, simple and complex

ideas, substance, modes and relations, nature of knowledge and 1ts degrees hmlts of

knowledge, primary and secondary qualities.

Berkeley: Refutation of abstract ideas, criticism of Locke's distinction between primary
and secondary qualities, Immaterialism, esse est percipi, role of God

Hume: Impression and Ideas, distinction between judgements concerning relations of
ideas and judgements concerning matters of fact, theory of causallty, theory of self and

personal identity, Scepticism. S R AP T [P

Kant: Conception of critical Philosophy, distinction between a priori and a postenon
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judgement, distinction between analytical and synthetic judgements, Possibility of
synthetic a priori judgements, Copernican revolution.

Theories of Truth: Correspondence theory, Coherence theory and Pragmatic theory. _ (. .. ...
Problems regarding Space, Time and Causality. (Newton, Leibnitz, Hume, Kant)

e Creationism and Evolutionism: Problem of creationism, Theories of evolutionism:
Creative evolutionism (Bergson), Emergent evolutionism (Alexander), Evolutionism of
Aristotle and Hegel.

*_Problem and criteria of personal identity and other minds.

Unit I1I: Ethics i AP
* The Ethics of Bhagavadgita: Niskima Karma-yoga, Sthitiprajiia, Lokasamgraha
e Purusarthas and their inter-relations.

* Meaning of Dharma, Classification of Dharma: Samanya dharma, ViSesa dharma,
Sadharana dharma, Concept of Rna and Rta

* The general features of Jaina and Bauddha Ethics. e — R TN G| ST L5

* The ethics of Gandhi: Eleven vows, Truth and Non-violence, End and Means, Satyagraha,
Concept of seven sins.

e Nature and scope of Ethics, Theories of ethics: Teleological and Deontological.
Postulates of morality, problem of free will and determinism.

e Moral and non-moral actions, Object of moral judgement-Motive and intention, ends N
and means. e

e Value as standard of morality.

e Standards of morality: Hedonism- Ethical and Psychological, Utilitarianism: Bentham

and Mill.
e Intuitionism, Butler’s Theory of conscience as the ultimate standard of moral
judgement. - et hewan e |
e Kant's ethical theory: Good will, Categorical Imperative, Duty for duty’s sake,
Perfectionism.

Unit IV: Socio-Political Philosophy

e Nature and scope of Social and Political Philosophy.

¢ Individual, Society and State. e g e il

e Social and Political ideals: Equality, Liberty and Justice, Rights and Duties. Concept of
Human Rights.

¢ Tradition, change and modernity with special reference to Indian social institutions.

e Gender discrimination: Female foeticide, Land and property rights, Empowerment and
Caste discrimination.

» Political ideologies: Democracy, Socialism, Marxism, Communism and Gandhism: 8

e Humanism, Secularism and Multi-culturalism, Feminism, Human Rights. ‘

e Means of political action: Constitutionalism, Revolutionism, Terrorism, Satyagraha.

Unit V: Philosophy of Religion
» Nature and scope of Philosophy of Religion, Religion, Science and Morality.
* Foundations of religious belief: Reason, Revelation, Faith and Mystical experience.

e Argument for the existence of God: Cosmological, Teleological, Moral and ‘Ontological |~ *
arguments, Nyaya arguments, Immortaltity of Soul, Liberation Pathways of Moksha-
Karrma, Bhakti, Jnana and Dhyana- with special reference to Vivekananad and
Pramhansa Yogananad.

The problem of evil and its solutions.

The general features of Hinduism, Jaina, Bauddha, Islam and Christianity , . .. .. |-

Nature of religious lansuage: Analogical and symbolic, Cognitive and Non-cognitive.
Religious Pluralism and the problem of the absolute truth

Religious tolerance, conversion and secularism and meeting points of all religion.
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